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Module Aims: 
 
examine the science behind the conservation of biodiversity. 
allow students to connect concerns with conservation and biodiversity with local and national 
practice of ecological management. 
 
 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 
1 Analyse the concept of value as applied to ecological resources 
2 Evaluate the use of criteria for the selection of protected areas 
3 Critically analyse management issues such as invasions and re-introductions 
4 Demonstrate their understanding of a variety of types of management or protective 
designation  
5 Evaluate the management techniques used for particular examples of ecological resources 
 
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 
Use modelling/simulation software 
Carry out numerical and graphical analysis of relevant data. 
 
 

Assessment:  
 
Examples of possible coursework components: 
 
the application of a theme such as reserve designation:  
Choose a local example of a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and explain why the site 
was designated as part of the UK response to the European Habitats Directive. 
 
Use of a case study such as a population viability analysis using data on an endangered 
species. 
 
 

Assessme
nt number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate
) 

1 
 

1-5 Coursework 100%  4000 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The course will be taught through a mixture of lectures, field visits and computer-based 
simulations. Learning is supported with lecture and other reading material on Moodle. 
 
 

 
Syllabus outline: 
 
Introduction: the value and measurement of biodiversity. 
Conservation threats:  
habitat destruction and fragmentation 
invasion by alien species 
overexploitation of natural resources 
climate change 
 
Measuring and monitoring current status:  
rates of extinction 
monitoring programmes, particularly the Countryside Surveys 
 
Responses:  
Designation of protected areas and networks. 
species reintroduction 
habitat management 
Habitat restoration. 
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